THE    REBELLION

of extermination. The Northern manoeuvres, like those which
took place in the same year in the Guadarrama mountains, when
the problem of an attack on Madrid was studied in all its aspects,
formed part of a plan which had for some time been maturing in
the minds of the Spanish Fascist leaders, and which took concrete
form after their defeat at the elections.

Towards the end of February the Popular Front Government
appointed General Franco Military Governor of the Canary
Islands. If the Government had no desire to keep him in Madrid,
where they considered his presence unduly disturbing, at the same
time they could not bring themselves to dispense with his services.
Before leaving, General Franco, General Mola, and other military
chiefs met in the house of Sefior Delgado, a member of Parliament,
and agreed upon the general plan of attack. Franco did not leave
Madrid without attempting to intimidate the Government, in
visits which he made to Sefior Alcala Zamora, the President of the
Republic, and to the Prime Minister, Senor Azana. He represented
Spain as about to fall a victim to the worst extremist excesses, and
hinted that if his prophecies came true, he could render greater
service to his country by remaining in the Peninsula than by going
to such a distant post as the Canary Islands, President Alcald
Zamora, to whom he complained of the lack of army equipment,
and of the difficulties which would be encountered through lack of
supplies in the event of a Bolshevik rising, consoled him by re-
calling how the Asturian movement of 1934 was easily suppressed,
thanks chiefly to the valuable co-operation of General Franco
himself. After all, he said, the Canaries are not so far away, and
one can soon get back in an aeroplane. Prime Minister Azana, on
his part, replied with his usual confidence, that he had no fear of a
rising on either side. He knew about the Sanjurjo rebellion in the
summer of 1932 long before it took place. He could have pre-
vented it, but he preferred to let it take its course in order that it
should end, as it did, in disaster, and so bring ridicule on its
leaders. Franco profited by this lesson, and took the necessary
precautions to ensure that his projected rebellion should not
give Senor Azana the slightest pretext for indulging his caustic
irony at the expense of the Army generals. In the meantime, the
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